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The complicated nature, on the other hand, gives to the
simpler one too many rooms with too much space, so that
she never knows where she really belongs. Thus it comes
about quite naturally that the more complicated contains
the simpler one. The more complex cannot be absorbed
by the simpler one, but encompasses her without being
himself contained. Yet, since he has perhaps a greater need
for being contained than the other, he feels himself outside
the marriage and accordingly always plays the problematical
r61e. The more the contained one clings, the more does the
container feel forced out of the relationship. The simpler
nature in trying to hold fast, pushes inward in the relatiqn-
ship, and the more she does this the less can the complex
nature respond.1
The container therefore tends to spy out of the window,
no doubt unconsciously at first, but when middle life has
been reached, there awakens in him a stronger longing for
that unity and undividedness which is so especially necessary
to him because of his dissociated nature. At this juncture
things are apt to occur that bring the conflict to consciousness.
He becomes conscious that he seeks a completion, a condition
of being contained, of undividedness that has always been
lacking to him. For the one who is contained this experience
means primarily a confirmation of that insecurity which has
always been so painfully felt; she finds that in the rooms,
which apparently belonged to her, dwell other unwished-
for guests. The hope of security vanishes, and this dis-
appointment forces the contained one back upon herself;
unless by means of dubious and violent efforts she can succeed
in forcing her partner to capitulate, and in extorting a recogni-
tion or admission that the longing for unity was nothing
more than a childish or morbid phantasy. If she isnot successful
1 In. rendering this into English it was found necessary, for the sake
of clarity, to assume that the ' container' in the relation is the man,
and the' contained' the woman. This aspect is due entirely to the
exigencies of English grammar, and is not contained in the author's
description. Manifestly the situation could be as well reversed. [Trans.]

